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Activity 1.5 – Invention Research Project
Purpose
Did you know that in 1944 a group of chemists at General Electric were working with silicone? Silicone is a special material that is a cross between organic materials, such as oil, rubber, and plastics; and inorganic materials, such as sand, glass, and quartz. There are many uses of silicones, such as making artificial human limbs and keeping things dry. When the chemists stumbled across the special form of silicone material, they found that it could be kneaded, bounced, and stretched. 
Not many years after the chemists’ discovery, a man by the name of Peter Hodgson decided that it would make a good toy. In 1949, silly putty was sold in plastic eggs and it continues to sell today. Many of you may have played with silly putty. It is a fun material. Like it and many other inventions, they are sometimes invented by accident while the inventor is looking for the solution to another problem.

This activity is designed to allow you to learn more about technology and its varied history. You will investigate an invention of your choice and prepare a paper to show what you have discovered.
Equipment
· Netbook
· This File Downloaded to your netbook.
Procedure
You will investigate and find a major invention or development that has occurred in the last 100 years (since 1915) to research. You will prepare a comprehensive research paper about the invention you choose to investigate. In order to get your topic approved, you must complete this first section, raise your hand, and get it approved by your instructor.  If you cannot find all of this following information in this table, and show the website where you found your information, you will have to choose a new topic.  WIKIPEDIA or any other WIKI site IS NOT A VALID SOURCE.
Beginning on the next page, complete each of the tables with the information required with high detail.  As a middle school student, your work should be at a middle school level of completeness, not the level that you used for projects in elementary school.  

You are required to list all your sources.  Make sure that you copy all website addresses into this document so that your work can be sourced.  You will also need this information for the presentation that you will create at the end of this project.  This is an individual project, so there should  be NO TALKING during this process.
	History of your invention
	In exactly what year was your invention created?  Copy down the web address source for this information in this box as well.


	
	Who was the person or people responsible for inventing it?  Copy down the web address source for this information in this box as well.


	
	What country, state, and/or city was it invented in?  Copy down the web address source for this information in this box as well.


	
	What was the primary reason that it was invented?  Copy down the web address source for this information in this box as well.



	Detailed Descriptions of what your invention is and does
	Exactly what does your invention do?  


	
	Describe in detail how your invention works?


	
	List a minimum of 3 websites (C level) to 5 websites (A level) that give detailed information about how your invention works and/or what it's affects on have been over time?


	
	Describe in detail what your inventionr looks like.


	
	On a separate sheet of paper, draw a detailed picture of exactly what your invention looks like.  If the inner workings of your invention are important, draw a deatiled picture of the inner workings of it so that you can explain it later.


	Impact of your invention on Society
	Every invention alters society in some way.  How did your invention alter the people in the world in general.


	
	Every invention affects nature and the environment.  How did your invention alter the environment and/or its resources.


	
	The invention your chose should have had some affect on you.  Describe in detail how this invention has affected your life.


	
	Based on what you have learned about the history of this product and it's impacts, predict the future growth or changes of this product in a 40-50 word paragraph.


	
	All things change and evolve in our world.  In a 40-50 word paragraph, describe what your product will look like 10-20 years from now as it evolves.



Presentation:

Using the presentation program of Google Drive, create a presentation that you could make to the class about your invention.  Every aspect of your project that is listed above should appear on a slide in your presentation.  Your final slide should be a bibliography page of all the websites that you used in your research.  A minimum of 5 sites is required for average level work.  High level work (A level) should have several more than just five websites.  Upon completion of your project, you should prepare any other necessary objects (notecards, three-dimensional models, etc.) that you will need to make a high quality presentation.
Additional Credit:

Make a model of the invention you investigated. You may use recycled materials only. No new or purchased materials should be used.  This model can be molded out of any substance that is lying around your house, including newspaper, cardboard, legos, pla-doh, or similar substances to this that you already possess.
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